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Friday, College Hill, Clinton,N.Y. 
December 10, 19435 


Dear Richard: We'll look forward with great interest to the book, 
for as you know, the unifying spiritual truths underlying all men's 
thinking Is a field that holds both Mildred's and my interest. Did I 
tell you last winter when we were together, how very useful to me an 
ancient Chinese poem (probably Taoist though it is anonymous) we came 
upon, had proved to be. Since it is presenting a mystery, it reveals 
more and more as the various pearls caught in it are found. Here it is-- 
and even if you've read it often before--I think a-few days with it 
again might interest you up there where you are: 

"It is So clear that it takes long to see. 

You must know that the fire which you are seeking 

Is the fire in your own lantern, 

And that your rice has been cooked from the very beginning." 


That any group could ever feel it had a monopoly on truth is 
exploded by this at the start, it seems to me-- for it throws the 
emphasis on "you" and "you" in the four-liné poem is obviously any man 
and so all-men. And the challenge is the Quaker one-- and yet it 
goes back some four hundred years B.C. (for that is the age of this 
poem) ... the idea that no man can tell another what is best to light 
his way, but that if the man hunts within his own sphere, there is the 
light. 2 personally feel that the fire symbol is better than the 
inner-light one in many ways, for fire connotes that one even carries 
the sourse of light with him and also it connotes warmth as well as light. 
And the lantern-symbol connotes the light shining out of what we carry. 
It is a poem that truly takes into consideration the hnoRonedomondsnsen0rk 
unifying idea that the same spirit that is in one man is the same in 
another, and it is that same spirit that has been in other men in times 
past and will continue to be in others to follow-- and that a truth that 
lasts must be coming from a source that lasts... "from the very 
beginning" one's sustenance has been. I came upon "Smaller than a 
erain of rice, smaller than a mustard seed" in one of the Indian 
writings that I found in Lin Yutang anthology (I forget which Upanishad) 
--and saw how this united the four-line poem above and the New Testament 
Symbol of the mustard seed... both a grain of rice and of mustard seed 
appearing in there together. The sixth chapter of Matthew about food 
and raiment--and man not wastingthimself inoanxiety--is a longer way 
of saying that beautifully simple fourth line above: "And that your 
rice has been cooked from the very begiming." It doesn't even leave it 
growing in the fields--but actually shows the careful preparation for 
making "sustepance" for man-- it has been "cooked"... the loving care 
is so beautifully condensed in that line. It deals too with implications 
beyond the concrete words... Just as no man has ever seen "sustenance’ 
or "force" (and as you pointed out in the FOR meditation--the "principle" 
and the "rules" remain in the chess-game no matter how we push the 
pegs around) -- it doesn't mean the "sustenance" or "forces" don't exist. 
So many scientists of the minor-technician sort would scoff (I've remembere 
from classrooms) at the real-beyond-the-apparent, yet not a one of them 
has ever seen, for example, a "gene" -- upon which all modern heredity 
and genetics (really evolution) is based. It all goes to show that words 
are Simply an attempt to express the truth, but that the truth exists 
no matter how little of it we know or use.- Just as love does, In the 
15th century Eckhart kept explaining that you couldn't understand God 
except with the God-part of you-- which seems to be saying that no man 
can appreciate the Eternal or the eternal-verities except with the 
eternal-part of himself, of as the Quakers said with the divine-within. 


over 


Sa 


Dante has a bit to say about feeling this understanding-spirit 

beating within him, the something that makes a synthesis of sense- 
impressions, that unites the"airy-head-knowledge"and the"heart-knowledge!.. 
(that last is from Robert Barclay, 17th century Quaker)... Some of the 
modern Quakers seem to me to have missed the universal idea that the 
early Friends had...or that spoke-through-the-early-Friends...but among 
Friends there are some who do not tie on to Christianity anymore than 

to Buddhism-and-Hinduism, knowing that no one group has any monopoly 

on truth itself, that all are approximations and all contribute and through 
all groups and all men there is the same spirit speaking and moving. 

this life-spirit, which by its very nature, is not destructible, being 
1ifé. As Coomeraswamy's book "The Transformation of Nature in Art " 
points out, we are making forms, creating them, and these forms are 
dissipated... (The newspapers always say of the forms men have built-- 
"destroyed")... but it seems to me more and more that the continual 

flux and flow of materials into form is all part of the process -- but 
that nothing can be destroyed anymore than I could grind up a rock into 
bits and throw it oul of the universe... an impossibilitity;s all the 
properties each bit has would still be there, and the rock would still 

bet ine tae. universe... . Just as the seasons change shows us each year that 
the compost heap sends back into the soil in different forms that which 
was there “in the bekinning" and always was there and will be there... 
plus "the life caught in the forms"... People who refuse to 

do any imageless thinking because they don't know what it's all about and 
are frightened by the idea, I suppose, are still people who speak of 
values... And I was wondering a while back if it might not be clear to 
people on the verge of seeing the values of calm meditation of the 
contemplative sort, if they might not begin by considering that they'd 

be unwilling to have a photograph of themselves, no matter how good a 
photograph, labélled "a picture of your value"... This hits me as 
meaning something very important. So many people put such stress off 

others physiognomy and color etc. and on their own way-of-looking (the 
advertisements in our economic system where beautifying-the-person is 

held up so over-importantly has brought it about of course)... and yet 

a Simple parable as this one about one's unwillingness to have the 
photograph labelled as “A picture of yxmmm one's valve" brings the 

more basic value back again, it seems to me... for it shows that imageless 
thinking is possible for anyone, for immediately, the person knows that 
his value can not be pictured, for he knows he is of some importance and 
that nothing tangible can actually catch that value-- yet that value 
exists. We grieve so much (mankind does) over bodies going, and it is 

sad and no amount of preparation keeps us from experiencing shock, but 
going back to this photograph theme-- In any family album are pictures 

of us at various ages, the child of seven going to school, the boy of 
fourteen going to summer camp, ete. and yet where are those bodies of 

the child of seven, the boy of fourteen, cellularly speaking? All the 
cells of the botty, we're told, completely change by seven year cycles, and 
are dissipated and gone, all new ones left-- and we'd all think it foolish 
to grieve over these various bodies, we've each already lived in, and are 
no more in this form-- in each of our lives, we have so much evidence 

of the indestructibility of life, of the continuity..."from the very 
beginning"... etc. etc. etc. I'l] stop...there is so much more this 
four-line poem does suggest to me as I've read it... it seems to say 

that we can not set up dividing lines and say the meaning of anything 
stops here, for all truths relate to all other truths of course... 


I hope you ence reading this peer again-- and we'll be Onan 
forward to reaeiving the book you're Sending. Our love to Nonie and to 


you. Your Bape Fa ice 


—— —— > + 


ae Present es 


; Citar all literature, and, 


pul our own remote experi- 
: ence, avail to teach us that 
the Today which seems_ so 


trivial, the task which seems so - 
_unheroic, the inexpressive blank © 


& look of the Present moment, * * * 
- cannot all avail to teach us that 
~ these are wholly deceptive ap- 

-pearances, and that as soon as the 


irrecoverable Years have placed _ 


_ their Blue between these and us, 
. these things shall glitter and at- 
¥ 
“ 

e 

: 


_ tract us, seeming to be the wild- — 


_ est romance and—as far as we 
- allow them in passing to take 


_ their own way and natural shape - 
_—the homes of beauty and 


poetry? 
Ralph Waldo Guitrok in his 
Journals. (Houghton Mifflin.) 
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